
12 COIMBATORE

Tech Mahindra on Thursday said it has 
partnered with Japanese broadcaster Fuji TV 
to develop and produce content across 
genres for the global entertainment industry
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T
HERE is a definite shift 
to cloud among busi-
nesses and India is at 
the forefront of  cloud 
adoption, says Arijit 
Bonnerjee, senior vice-

president and head – India at 
Tata Communications. Ac-
cording to him, India is not at 
all lagging: in fact, some do-
mestic industries have shown 
the way to the world in terms 
of  cloud adoption including 
financial services.

Tata Communications has 
partnered with Cisco to 
launch Webex Calling with 
cloud Public Switched Tele-
phone Network (PSTN) for en-
terprises doing business in
India. Earlier, this service was 
offered through on-premises 
infrastructure; now, it is being 
set up on cloud. Bonnerjee 
sees huge opportunities in
small and medium business-
es. “While they are cost con-

scious, to set up this kind of  
(on-premise) infrastructure 
and also to manage it, is a big 
challenge for them. For SMBs, 
it is much easier to adopt 
something on cloud. They are 
in a growth phase and this is 
the right time for them to 
adopt cloud infrastructure so 
that when growth comes in, 
they will be able to capture the 
same,” he says. 

According to the company, 
Webex Calling is a modern 
and complete business phone 
system that delivers enter-
prise-grade calling through a 
globally available cloud plat-
form with over 14 million us-
ers around the world. 
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A
RTIFICIAL intelli-
gence (AI) has be-
come the hottest 
trend in the tech 
world, with every 
major tech giant 
scrambling to offer 

its own innovative solutions. 
Last week, Google unveiled its 
latest model, the Gemini 1.5 
Pro. This powerful AI is capa-
ble of  summarising conversa-
tions, captioning images and 
videos, and extracting data 
from even the largest docu-
ments. A few days ago, OpenAI 
also launched a new AI model 
and desktop version of  Chat-
GPT. This new model, dubbed 
GPT-4.0, boasts of  processing 
speeds twice as fast as its pred-
ecessor, GPT-4 Turbo, at half  
the cost. Now, Microsoft has en-
tered the fray with the an-
nouncement of  a new category 
called Copilot+ PCs. The com-
pany’s 2024 Surface Pro and 
Surface Laptop are the first 
Windows PCs to be released un-
der the Copilot+ PC platform. 
Currently, Qualcomm Snap-
dragon X Series processors are 
the exclusive power source for 

Copilot+ PCs, although other 
chipmakers like Intel are ex-
pected to join soon.

What is new about it?

PERFORMANCE

Microsoft claims Copilot+ PCs 
are the fastest and most intel-
ligent Windows PCs ever made. 
They boast of  58% faster sus-
tained multithreaded perform-

ance compared to the latest 
MacBook Air.

ON-DEVICE AI

Copilot+ PCs come with power-
ful neural processing units 
(NPUs) capable of  doing 40 tril-
lion operations per second. 
These NPUs enable powerful 
AI features directly on the de-
vice, without the need to rely 
on the cloud. 

BROADER AVAILABILITY
While initial models use  
Qualcomm Snapdragon X Se-
ries chips, Microsoft expects 
that in future, Copilot+ PCs 
will be bundled with Intel Lu-
nar Lake and AMD Strix chips. 
Additionally, manufacturers 
such as Acer, ASUS, Dell, HP, 
Lenovo, and Samsung will be-
gin offer Copilot+ PCs from 
June 18.

INTEGRATION WITH 
ADVANCED AI MODELS

MicMicrosoft Copilot, the com-
pany’s AI assistant, will gain 
support for OpenAI’s new GPT-
4o model. This allows Copilot to 
process information combin-
ing images, text, and audio, 
making it more versatile. In 
simpler terms, Copilot+ PCs 
are a new generation of  Win-
dows PCs with significantly 
faster processing power, power-
ful built-in AI capabilities, and 
wider availability across differ-
ent brands and chipmakers. 
They also offer advanced AI 
features through Microsoft Co-
pilot’s integration with cutting-
edge AI models.

Amazon powers Alexa  
with generative AI
E-commerce giant Amazon is 
revamping its Alexa voice as-
sistant with generative artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) technolo-
gy. This upgrade aims to make 
Alexa more conversational and 
compete more effectively with 
newer AI-powered chatbots 
from Google and OpenAI. The 
company is considering a 
monthly fee to offset the costs 
of  advanced AI features. 


