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SI who attempted suicide a  
week ago succumbs at hosp
HYDERABAD: A Sub-Inspector 
of  Police working in Bhadradri 
Kothagudem district, who at-
tempted suicide a week ago due 
to alleged harassment by his 
colleagues, died while undergo-
ing treatment at a hospital here 
in the early hours of  Sunday, 
police said. Sriramulu Srinu, 
an SI at Aswaraopet Police Sta-
tion, attempted to end his life in 
Mahabubabad district on June 
30 by consuming herbicide and 
was shifted to a hospital in Hy-
derabad where he died while 
undergoing treatment today, 
they said.

The SI belongs to Scheduled 
Caste and was from Narakkap-

eta village of  Warangal 
district.

A purported video in which 
the SI accused four constables 
and a Circle Inspector (CI) of  
Aswaraopet Police Station of  
harassment was widely circu-
lated on social media on Sun-
day. A case was registered ear-
lier against the four constables 
and the CI based on the com-
plaint lodged by the SI’s wife, 
who had accused them of  har-
assing her husband. 

(Assistance for those having 
suicidal thoughts is available 
on TN’s helpline 104 and Sne-
ha’s suicide prevention helpline 
044-24640050)      PTI

Bid to smuggle 
rice to UK via 
Kochi port foiled
Customs seizes long-grain rice from eleven 
containers bound for the UK in one month

T O B Y  A N T O N Y  @Kochi

CUSTOMS has seized ship-
ments of  long-grain white rice 
being sneaked out of  Kochi 
port passed off  as salt. Officers 
stumbled upon the ruse while 
inspecting purported salt ship-
ments bound for the United 
Kingdom. In just the past 
month, they nabbed 230 tonnes 
of  rice from 11 containers at 
Vallarpadam terminal.

To curb the price rise in the 
domestic market, India im-
posed a ban on the export of  
non-basmati white rice 
and set a minimum ex-
port price (MEP) of  
$1,200 per ton on bas-
mati rice shipments 
two years ago. The 
MEP was reduced to 
$950/ton last October.

India, renowned as the 
world’s largest rice exporter, is 
famed for its premium long-
grain varieties, prized for their 
aroma. Iran, Iraq, Yemen, Sau-
di Arabia, the UAE, and the 
United States are among the 
major destinations for the 
product. 

Globally, rice prices have 
surged due to ongoing conflicts 
and curbs by India, which ac-

counts for nearly 40% of  global 
rice exports. Exploiting this 
surge in demand, exporters are 
resorting to smuggling rice for 
hefty profits.

“Most of  the shipments origi-
nated from exporters in Tamil 
Nadu. Attempts have also been 
made to smuggle white and bas-
mati rice from Kozhikode. An-
ticipating more such attempts, 
we’re intensifying checks of  
containers carrying food grains 
and products,” a senior cus-
toms officer said.

The modus operandi involves 
booking containers for salt 

transport. “The contain-
ers filled with rice sacks 
are topped off  with a 
layer of  salt sacks. Ex-
porters assume that 

only basic checks are 
conducted at freight sta-

tions. However, we now meticu-
lously scrutinise every contain-
er to thwart smuggling,” the 
officer stressed.

Container freight stations 
have been alerted. “We’ve ob-
served that the price of  basmati 
rice and long-grain white rice 
has tripled abroad since the ex-
port ban. All seized containers 
were bound for London,” he 
added.
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Devotees carrying Bonam to the goddess in Golconda Fort on occasion of Bonalu in Hyderabad |  SRI LOGANATHANVELMURUGAN

T’gana politics heat up as Naidu talks TDP revival
I R E D D Y  S R I N I V A S  R E D D Y 
@ Hyderabad

ANDHRA Pradesh Chief  Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu on 
Sunday left political analysts 
trying to figure out implica-
tions of  his comments that the 
Telangana unit of  the TDP will 
be reactivated, and revived to 
its past glory. Earlier, Deputy 
Chief  Minister K Pawan Kaly-
an had spoken about dabbling 
in Telangana politics, heating 
up the political climate in the 
state.

A day after his meeting with 
Telangana Chief  Minister A 
Revanth Reddy, Naidu on Sun-
day announced plans to reacti-
vate the TDP in Telangana. 
This announcement, made at 

NTR Trust Bhavan, marked 
Naidu’s first visit to Hyderabad 
and the party office since be-
coming the chief  minister for 
the fourth time. Naturally, the 
statement created a stir, as the 
TDP has been largely inactive 
in Telangana for several years.

While visiting the Kondagat-
tu temple, Jana Sena Party 
(JSP) supremo Pawan Kalyan 
had said the BJP and JSP would 
work as allies in Telangana. 
The TDP, JSP and BJP alliance 
is already in power in Andhra 
Pradesh, having defeated the 
YSRCP in the recent elections. 
Historically, the TDP and BJP 
had an alliance in Telangana 
until the 2014 Assembly Elec-
tions, having contested togeth-
er in 1994, 1999 and 2004. 

The current political dynam-
ics bode well for a reunion of  
these parties in Telangana, 
with the JSP joining the alli-
ance. This raises questions 
about the future of  the main 
Opposition party in Telangana, 
the Bharat Rashtra Samiti 
(BRS).

A former minister from the 
BRS claimed that Telangana 
residents would not accept 
Naidu, who opposed the state’s 
formation and was perceived as 
unjust during his tenure as 
chief  minister of  undivided AP. 
Meanwhile, Congress leaders 
believe that any TDP revival 
would benefit their party by 
splitting votes between the alli-
ance ruling Andhra Pradesh 
and the BRS.

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu Naidu at NTR Bhavan in 
Hyderabad |  EXPRESS

Cyberabad police raided “The Cave”, a pub 
in Manikonda on Saturday and arrested 24 
persons, including DJs, organisers and 
customers who tested positive for drugs

PUB RAID 
24 HELD


