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GAZA

ISRAEL carried out deadly air strikes in the Gaza Strip as 
the war entered its tenth month on Sunday, with fighting 
raging across the Palestinian territory and fresh diplomatic 
efforts under way to halt the violence.

Israel has said it will send a delegation in the coming 
days to continue truce 
talks with Qatari media-
tors that began recently 
in Doha. But Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanya-
hu’s spokesman said 
“gaps” remained with 
Hamas on how to secure 
a ceasefire and hostage 
release deal.

“It was agreed that 
next week Israeli negoti-
ators will travel to Doha 
to continue the talks. 
There are still gaps be-
tween the parties,” the 
spokesman said in a 
statement on Friday.

 Meanwhile, the fight-
ing in Gaza continued 
unabated, with the Pales-
tinian Red Crescent say-
ing on Sunday that the 
bodies of  six people, in-
cluding two children, 
who were killed in Israeli 
strikes had arrived at Al-
Aqsa Martyrs Hospital 
in the central city of  Deir al-Balah.

Paramedics also said on Sunday that six people had been 
killed in an Israeli strike on a house in a northern area of  
Gaza City. The day before, the health ministry in Hamas-
run Gaza said 16 people had been killed in a strike on a 
school run by the UN agency for Palestinian refugees (UN-
RWA) that was sheltering displaced people in Nuseirat, in 
central Gaza.  AFP

Amid Gaza strikes, Israel 
agrees to attend truce talks

PARIS 

A loose alliance of  French left-wing parties thrown togeth-
er for snap elections was on course Sunday to become the 
biggest parliamentary bloc and beat the far right, accord-
ing to shock projected results.

The New Popular Front (NFP) was formed last month 
after President Emmanuel Macron called snap elections, 
bringing together socialists, greens, communists and the 
hard-left into one camp.

Veteran presidential 
candidate Marine Le 
Pen’s National Rally (RN) 
led the race after the 
June 30 first round, with 
opinion polls predicting 
that she would lead the 
biggest party in Parlia-
ment after Sunday’s run-
off. But projections based 
on vote samples by four 
major polling agencies, 
showed no group on 
course for an absolute 
majority, and the left-
wing NFP ahead of  both 
Macron’s centrist En-
semble and Le Pen’s eu-
rosceptic, anti-immigra-
tion RN.

The left-wing group 
was predicted to take be-

tween 172 and 215 seats, 
the president’s alliance 
on 150 to 180 and the Na-
tional Rally – which had 

hoped for an absolute majority – in a surprise third place 
on 115 to 155 seats. This marks a new high water mark for 
the far right, but falls well short of  a victory that would 
have been a rebuke for Macron, who called the snap elec-
tion in what he said was bid to halt France’s slide towards 
the political extremes. Hard-left France Unbowed leader 
Jean-Luc Melenchon, giving his first reaction, called on 
French Prime Minister Gabriel Attal to resign and said the 
left-wing coalition was ready to govern. 

Macron will attend next week’s landmark NATO summit 
in Washington a diminished but not defeated figure and 
France has been left without a stable ruling majority less 
than three weeks before Paris hosts the Olympics.  AFP

Left seen dashing 
far right’s hopes  
in French polls 

French Prime Minister Gabriel Attal 
leaves the polling booth before voting 
for the second round of the legislative 
election on Sunday, outside Paris |  AP
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US President Joe Biden was back out on the campaign trail 
Sunday, desperate to salvage his reelection bid as senior 
Democrats meet to discuss growing calls that he quit the 
White House race. The 81-year-old Democrat kicks off  a 
grueling week with two campaign events in the battle-
ground state of  Pennsylvania, before hosting the NATO 
leaders’ summit in Washington. Biden has remained defi-
ant, unequivocally declaring – at a rally, to reporters and 
on social media – that he is fit to serve, the only one who 
can defeat Trump, and staying in the race. 

“I beat Trump in 2020. I’m going to beat him again in 
2024,” his campaign social media account posted Saturday.
But a televised interview with ABC News on Friday has 
failed to quell concerns. His next major test in the public 
eye after Sunday’s forays will be a press conference sched-
uled for Thursday, during the NATO summit. So far, five 
Democratic lawmakers have called on Biden to drop out. 

Biden back on campaign trail 
despite calls to leave the race

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 34 24 SNY
Colombo 30 27 LR
Dhaka 33 28 SNY
Dubai 39 35 SNY
Houston 27 25 LR
Istanbul 31 24 SNY
London 19 15 LR

Los Angeles 30 18        SNY
Melbourne 12 10 LR
Moscow 28 17 SNY
New York 32 24 SNY
Singapore 30 27 LR
Toronto 27 20 SNY
Washington 32 18 SNY

10 dead
Seniors living in a small Uruguayan nursing home 
died on Sunday after fire broke out at the facility


