
MUMBAI, July 8 (IANS) 

A MAGISTRATE’S court in
Mumbai’s Sewri on Monday sent
ruling Shiv Sena leader Rajesh
Shah, arrested in connection with
the BMW hit-and-run case
involving his son Mihir R Shah
which killed fisherwoman Kaveri
P Nakhwa, to 14 days judicial
custody and then granted him
bail, while his driver Rajrishi
Bidawat has been sent to one-
day police custody. 

Mihir Shah is still absconding
with half a dozen police teams
hot on his trail in Mumbai and
surrounding districts where he
may be holed up.

The Worli Police had arrested
Rajesh Shah and Bidawat – the
latter was present in the BMW
with a reportedly drunk Mihir
Shah allegedly at the wheel and
driving at high speed when it
rammed into a scooter on which
Pradip Nakhwa and his wife
Kaveri were riding home after
buying fish at Sassoon Dock in
Colaba. Rajesh Shah and his driv-
er were charged with destruction
of evidence, helping the prime
accused Mihir Shah flee after the
accident with several phone calls

made after the accident and oth-
er offences. However, shortly
afterwards, Rajesh Shah moved
a bail application and he was
granted a provisional bail of Rs
15,000.

The BMW hit-and-run sparked
public and political furore
prompting Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde to ensure justice for the
victims and not sparing anybody
responsible for the accident.
Rajesh Shah is a Deputy Leader
of the ruling Shinde-led Shiv Sena
in Palghar district.

President Murmu takes 
a stroll on Puri beach

PURI (Odisha), July 8 (PTI)

HIGHLIGHTING the recent spate of heatwave in India and
frequent extreme weather events worldwide, President
Droupadi Murmu asked people on Monday to take “smaller”
and “local” steps to protect the environment for a better
tomorrow.

A day after participating in the annual Rath Yatra, Murmu
spent some time on the beach in this holy city and later, penned
her thoughts about the experience of being in close commune
with nature, a statement issued by the Rashtrapati Bhavan
said. In a post on ‘X’, she said oceans and the rich variety of
flora and fauna have suffered heavily due to pollution but
people living in nature’s lap have sustained traditions “that
can show us the way” to conserve the environment. “Inhabitants
of coastal areas, for example, know the language of the winds
and waves of the sea. Following our ancestors, they worship
the sea as God,” Murmu said while suggesting ways to pro-
tect and conserve the environment. The President began her
four-day tour of Odisha on July 6. “There are places that bring
us in closer touch with the essence of life and remind us that
we are part of nature. Mountains, forests, rivers and seashores
appeal to something deep within us. As I walked along the
seashore today, I felt a communion with the surroundings –
the gentle wind, the roar of the waves, and the immense
expanse of water. It was a meditative experience,” she said.
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‘PM Modi’s visit to Moscow...
imbalance remained a major
area that needed to be
addressed, and the matter is
likely to be discussed during
the Prime Minister’s visit.

An uptick in bilateral trade
“has created a situation of sig-
nificant deficit for India,” he
said while expressing hope
that some decisions are like-
ly to address the issue.

“So we will be discussing
these issues and also work on
expanding the trade basket,
commodity-wise as well as
volume-wise. Some new
areas of exports include agri-
cultural and processed food
products, automobile com-
ponents, engineering goods,
and pharmaceuticals,” he
said.

This will be Modi’s first vis-
it to Russia in nearly five
years. His last visit to Russia
was in 2019 when he attend-
ed an economic conclave in
the Far East city of
Vladivostok.

The annual summit
between the Prime Minister
of India and the President of
Russia is the highest institu-
tional dialogue mechanism
in the strategic partnership
between the two countries.

WE SEEK TO PLAY SUP-
PORTIVE ROLE FOR PEACE-
FUL REGION: PM MODI
AHEAD OF TALKS WITH
PUTIN: INDIA seeks to play
a supportive role for a peace-
ful and stable region, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
on Monday as he embarked
on a two-day high-profile vis-
it to Russia in his first trip to
that country since the start
of Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine. Russian President
Vladimir Putin is set to host
a private dinner for the
Indian prime President
tonight ahead of Tuesday’s
talks at the 22nd India-Russia
summit in Moscow.

FLAGS OF INDIA AND
RUSSIA PROJECTED ON
OSTAKINO TV TOWER IN
MOSCOW AS PM MODI
BEGINS HIGH-PROFILE
VISIT: ONE of Moscow’s
landmarks, the Ostankino TV
tower, was lit up in the
colours of the flags of India
and Russia on Monday as
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi began a two-day high-
profile visit to the Russian
capital to hold summit talks
with President Vladimir
Putin.

NEW DELHI, July 8 (IANS)

SIGNALLING a normal monsoon ahead,
the cumulative rainfall reached 1 per
cent above the long-term average (as
on July 6) while weekly rainfall (as on
July 3) was 32 per cent above the long-
term average in the country, a report
showed on Monday. 

Spatial divergence has reduced with
most of the country receiving healthy
rains during the last week.

North and West India (3 per cent),
Central India (-6 per cent), East and

North East India (0 per cent ), and the
southern peninsula (13 per cent) have
now all had normal rains so far, accord-
ing to the report by Emkay Global
Financial Services.

“With June having ended in deficit,
it is imperative that July sees healthy
rainfall and the month has begun on a
promising note,” said Madhavi Arora,
Lead Economist, Emkay Global Financial
Services. While sowing was delayed,
it has now picked up and is better than
last year. “Total area under sowing (24.1
million hectare), as on June 28, is

sharply higher (33 per cent YoY) than
last year. This is mainly due to accel-
erated sowing of pulses and oilseeds,”
the report noted.Rice sowing area is
the same as last year thus far where-
as sugarcane is better. Among non-food
crops, cotton sowing is much higher.
Overall area under sowing is at 22 per
cent of normal area sown, compared
with 18.6 per cent at the same point
in 2023. “July is extremely important
in this regard with nearly 80 per cent
of sowing activity completed by the
end of the month,” said Arora.

Union Health Minister and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) National President J P Nadda during his visit to All
India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), at Vijaypur in Jammu on Sunday. (ANI) 

Progress of monsoon: July begins
on promising note after dry June

Accused Mihir Shah

President Droupadi Murmu takes a stroll at Puri beach, on
Monday. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, July 8 (PTI)

THE Supreme Court on Monday
appointed former Chief Justice
of India U U Lalit to head a
search-cum-selection committee
to oversee the appointments of
vice-chancellors for State-run
universities in West Bengal.

The ruling TMC dispensation
has a running feud with West
Bengal Governor C V Ananda
Bose, who is also the Chancellor
of State-run universities, over
how the State’s universities
should be run.

A bench of Justices Surya Kant
and Ujjal Bhuyan directed that

the committee be constituted
within two weeks after noting
that both the State and the office
of the Governor agreed on the
formation of the panel. Besides
Justice Lalit, the committee will
comprise five members, who will
prepare a panel of three names
in an alphabetical order for
appointment of vice-chancellors
in each university.

The time period prescribed for
completing the entire process is
three months, the apex court
said. The apex court said the
committee’s recommendations,
endorsed by the chairperson, will
be presented to the Chief

Minister. “If the CM finds any can-
didate unsuitable, the support-
ing material and remarks will be
forwarded to the Chancellor
(Governor) within two weeks,”
the bench said.

The committee’s remunera-
tion will be borne by the State
and former CJI Lalit will receive
Rs three lakh per effective meet-
ing of the committee.

The West Bengal Assembly had
passed an amendment bill rais-
ing the number of members in
the search committee set up for
appointing vice-chancellors in
State-run universities from three
to five.

Committee to oversee appointment of 
VCs for State-run varsities in W Bengal

Mumbai BMW crash: SS leader gets
bail, driver sent to one-day custody

NEW DELHI, July 8 (PTI)

DELHI Police on Monday opposed
in Delhi High Court a plea by Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s aide
Bibhav Kumar, challenging his arrest
in connection with the alleged
assault on AAP MP Swati Maliwal.

The police submitted Kumar was
not arrested “in haste” and that it
had not faulted in any manner.

Contending that his arrest was ille-
gal, Kumar’s counsel said there was
a delay in lodging the FIR and he
was arrested on May 18, the day he
gave an application to the police to
voluntarily join the investigation.
Justice Neena Bansal Krishna, after
hearing the arguments of both sides,

reserved the order. The counsel rep-
resenting Kumar contended that he
was picked up illegally from the res-
idence of the Chief Minister with-
out any prior notice.

The Delhi Police’s counsel argued
that this was not the first criminal
case lodged against Kumar.

The Noida Police had earlier
lodged an FIR against him, he stat-
ed. He argued that Kumar format-
ted his mobile phone which
amounted to tampering of evidence
and added that serious allegations
were levelled against the investi-
gating agency by the accused and,
if such things were permitted, it
would be difficult for the authori-
ties to proceed in matters in future.

Delhi Police oppose Bibhav’s plea 
challenging arrest in Maliwal case

SC says, re-test has to be...
disclose about the steps tak-
en so far for identification of
beneficiaries of wrongdo-
ings. The bench asked the
NTA to apprise it about the
steps taken to identify the
centres and cities where the
question paper leak took
place, the modalities fol-
lowed for identifying the
beneficiaries and their num-
bers ascertained so far. 

Expressing concern over
ensuring the sanctity of
NEET-UG, the court said it
would be necessary for the
government to consider set-
ting up a multi-disciplinary
team of renowned experts
so that such instances are
not repeated in future.

During the hearing, the
bench observed if the sanc-
tity of NEET-UG 2024 is “lost”
and if the leak of its question
paper has been propagated
through social media, then
a re-test has to be ordered.

It said if the question paper
leak was taking place through
Telegram, WhatsApp and
electronic means, then “it
spreads like wildfire”.

“If the sanctity of the exam
is lost, then a re-test has to
be ordered. If we are unable
to identify those who are
guilty, then a re-test has to
be ordered,” the bench
observed. 

“Let us not be in self-denial
about what happened,” it
said, adding, “Assuming that
the government does not
cancel the exam, what will it
do to identify the benefici-
aries of the question paper
leak?”

The apex court was hear-
ing more than 30 pleas relat-
ed to the controversy-ridden
NEET-UG 2024, including
those alleging irregularities
and malpractices in the May
5 test and seeking a direc-
tion to conduct it afresh.

Rain mayhem in Mumbai
to the downpour.

Maharashtra Minister for
Relief and Rehabilitation and
Disaster Management Anil
Patil and NCP MLC Amol
Mitkari alighted from the
Howrah-Mumbai train and
walked on tracks for some
distance, a video of which
went viral.

“The train was stuck up
for about two hours. We got
down on the tracks between
Dadar and Kurla stations. I
walked around 2 to 2.5 km,
including on railway tracks,
and reached Nehru Nagar
police station,” Mitkari said,
adding some legislators were
also stuck in the same train.

Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde took stock of the
heavy rain situation by chair-
ing a meeting at the
Mantralaya and visiting the
control room of the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC).

The civic body said there
was be a high tide of 4.40
meters in Mumbai at 1.57
pm. Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis said in the assem-
bly that flooding occurs in
Mumbai when there are

heavy rains along with high
tide. Train services on the
fast line of the Central
Railway’s (CR) main corridor
between Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus (CSMT)
in south Mumbai and neigh-
bouring Thane were sus-
pended for a few hours due
to waterlogging at various
places and later resumed, as
per officials.

The Harbour corridor serv-
ices were also suspended
temporarily due to water-
logging at Chunnabhati. 

Commuters complained
the suburban services were
running late. There was
heavy rush of commuters at
various stations and in trains.

The CR officials said due
to heavy rain and high tide
in Mumbai, local train move-
ment in the suburban sec-
tion was affected and asked
people to avoid travelling
unless unavoidable.

The Western Railway said
suburban trains were run-
ning up to 10 minutes late
because water was above the
track level between Matunga
Road and Dadar due to heavy
showers.

Hemant Soren Govt wins...
from voting.

After the trust vote,
Jharkhand Governor C P
Radhakrishnan adminis-
tered the oath of office and
secrecy to the 11 leaders,
including Champai Soren, at
a function in the Raj Bhavan
in the presence of Chief
Minister Hemant Soren and
other senior politicians of
the JMM-led alliance and
government officials.

Champai Soren had
resigned from the post of CM
on July 3, a day before JMM
executive president Hemant
Soren took oath as the 13th
Chief Minister of Jharkhand
on July 4. After taking oath
as a Minister, Champai Soren
said, “Whatever I have done
in a short span as the CM is
before everyone. Now let’s
see what responsibility is giv-

en to me.” Radhakrishnan,
after administering the oath,
said, “My best wishes to all
the new Ministers and to the
new Chief Minister (Hemant
Soren). We always go by the
Constitution, which calls for
addressing the needs of the
poorest of the poor. I expect
only that from the new
Government.”

The new faces in the 12-
member cabinet, which
includes the Chief Minister,
are Congress’s Jamtara MLA
Irfan Ansari, Mahagama
MLA Deepika Pandey Singh
and JMM’s Latehar MLA
Baidynath Ram.

Ram’s name had been
excluded at the last moment
from the list of Ministers in
the previous Champai Soren
cabinet, which he had
termed as an “insult”.

■ Mihir Shah is still
absconding with half a
dozen police teams
hot on his trail in
Mumbai and
surrounding districts
where he may be
holed up


