
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y  @ New Delhi

ARRESTED BRS MLC K Kavitha on Tuesday withdrew 
the plea she filed in the Supreme Court against the En-
forcement Directorate (ED) summons of  2023 in connec-
tion with the Delhi Excise Policy scam case.

This was the plea was pending in the apex court since 
last September as the court was examining her plea as 
to whether or not the ED has the power to summon her 
in light of  a July 2022 judgment in the Vijay Madanlal 
Choudhary case. 

Senior advocate Vikram Chaudhary, appearing for 
Kavitha, told the top court that his client would like to 

withdraw the petition, keeping in 
view the fact that she had already 
been arrested on March 15 and re-
manded in ED custody till March 23. 
“Following this development, and 
as a result, the writ has become in-
fructuous,” Chaudhary told the SC 
and sought the court’s permission 
to withdrew it, which was allowed 
by the SC bench, headed by Justice 

Bela M Trivedi. Meanwhile, Kavitha’s plea, which she 
filed in the SC on Monday, challenging her “unconstitu-
tional, illegal and unwarranted” arrest by the ED, is 
likely to be heard after Holi vacation.

The ED had arrested Kavitha from her Hyderabad 
residence on March 15. The ED is investigating Kavitha’s 
alleged role in influencing the now-scrapped liquor pol-
icy in the national capital and bribery allegations. In 
March last year, her writ petition was tagged with a 2018 
plea filed by Nalini Chidambaram. The ED claimed 
Kavitha was linked to a “South Group” lobby of  liquor 
traders who were trying to play a larger role under the 
now scrapped Delhi excise policy for 2021-22.
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Congress clears 
8 more names, 
5 seats on hold

Kavitha withdraws 
plea against ED

CEC approves 30 candidates for eight 
States, to meet again on March 21

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

THE Central Election Committee of  the Congress on 
Tuesday cleared the names of  around 30 candidates for 
eight states, including for eight seats in Telangana. The 
CEC meeting was chaired by AICC president Mallikar-
jun Kharge and attended by senior party leaders Sonia 
Gandhi, Congress general secretary KC Venugopal and 
other members of  the panel. Rahul Gandhi, who is also 
a member of  the panel, was not present during the 
meeting. 

From Telangana, Chief  Minister A Revanth Reddy, 
Deputy Chief  Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka and 
Irrigation Minister N Uttam Kumar Reddy attended the 
CEC meeting. According to sources, the party has 
cleared the names of  G Ranjith Reddy from Chevella, A 
Praveen Reddy from Karimnagar, G Vamshi from Ped-
dapalli, T Jeevan Reddy from Nizamabad, Pasunoori 
Dayakar from Warangal, Danam Nagender from Secun-
derabad, P Sunitha Mahender Reddy from Malkajgiri 
and Neelam Madhu from Medak.

However, the Congress did not make any official an-
nouncement till the time this report was filed.

The CEC reportedly deliberated the nominees for the 
remaining five constituencies. The sources said that no 
decision on these five constituencies was reached as the 
party was weighing its options very carefully. Also, the 
party is waiting for leaders from rival parties to jump 
ship to the Congress in some of  these constituencies, the 
sources said.

The sources said that the CEC has kept on hold candi-
dates for Adilabad, Khammam, Nagarkurnool, Bhongir 
and Hyderabad constituencies. The CEC will again meet 
on March 21 to finalise candidates for the remaining con-
stituencies. The party had earlier announced candidates 
for Nalgonda, Zaheerabad, Mahabubabad and Mahbub-
nagar Lok Sabha constituencies.

Telangana CM Revanth Reddy, Himachal Pradesh CM Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu, former Uttarakhand Chief Minister Harish Rawat and others 
during the Congress Working Committee meeting in Delhi I  PARVEEN NEGI

PFI worker held in Srinivasan murder case
Kochi: The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has arrested 
a Popular Front of India (PFI) activist who was accused in 
the murder of RSS leader Srinivasan in Palakkad in 2022. The 
accused is Shafeek, 65, of Parappurath house, Kolathur, 
Malappuram. Shafeekh was the 65th accused in the case, 
which was later combined with a case on anti-national 
activities of the banned outfit in Kerala. Shafeekh, who was 
on the run, was tracked by the NIA absconder tracking team 
from Kollam and produced before the NIA court in Kochi


