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Tribune News Service

New Delhi, January 19
Home Minister Amit Shah
on Friday said the last 10
years have been a “golden
period” for the North-East
region under the central
leadership, while address-
ing the 71st plenary session
of the North Eastern Coun-
cil (NEC) in Shillong.

In his address, Shah said
the region is walking on the
path of peace and prosperity
by leaving violence under the
Centre’s guidance. 

“Under the leadership of
Modi ji, the role and scope of
NEC increased under the Act
East Policy… development
happens only when peace
and prosperity come togeth-
er, and for this, the Centre has
made many peace agree-
ments which has led to 73 per
cent reduction in violent inci-
dents in the North-East dur-
ing the tenure of the NDA
government,” he added.

Shah said that from 2004
to 2014, a total of 11,121 vio-
lent incidents took place in
the North-East. These
declined by 73 per cent to
3,114 from 2014 to 2023. 

“Deaths among security
forces dropped by 71 per cent
from 458 to 132, while civilian
deaths declined by 86 per
cent,” he added, further
informing that the incidents
of insurgency have come

down because in the last five
years more than 8,900 cadres
of militant groups have sur-
rendered and joined the
mainstream and this has giv-
en a message to the entire
country that peace and pros-
perity are interconnected and
without them the states can-
not develop. 

Shah added that to bring
peace and stability in the
northeast, the Centre has
signed nine agreements
and through these, many
pending issues related to
law and order have been
successfully resolved. 

He further noted that
except some parts of Assam

and Manipur, 75 per cent of
the areas covered under
Armed Forces Special Powers
Act (AFSPA) in 2018 have
been removed from it.

The Union Home Minister
said construction of infra-
structure had reduced not
only the distance between
the North-East and Delhi and
the rest of India but also the
difference of hearts.

He said in the 50 years of its
establishment, the NEC has
increased the pace of devel-
opment of the region by pro-
viding a policy-related plat-
form to all the states and
simplifying the solutions to
their problems. 

He said that in these 50
years, more than 12,000 kilo-
metres of roads have been
constructed in this region, 700
MW power plants have been
established and many insti-
tutes of national excellence
have also been established
under the guidance of NEC. 

Earlier Shah, who is on a
three-day visit to the North-
East, visited the headquar-
ters of the Directorate Gener-
al of Assam Rifles at Laitkor,
Shillong. He laid a wreath at
the War Memorial at Assam
Rifles headquarters and paid
homage to the martyrs who
laid down their lives in the
line of duty.

73% dip in violence, last 10 years
golden for North-East, says Shah

Home Minister Amit Shah being felicitated by Lt Gen PC Nair, DG, Assam Rifles, in Shillong. ANI

New Delhi, January 19 
Five Supreme Court judges,
including present CJI DY
Chandrachud, who were part
of the Constitution Bench
which paved way for the con-
struction of the Ram Temple
at the disputed site in Ayod-
hya, have been invited as state
guests to witness the consecra-
tion ceremony on January 22.

Besides the present CJI
Chandrachud, former CJIs
Ranjan Gogoi and SA Bobde
and former judges Ashok
Bhushan and S Abdul Nazeer
were part of the Bench which

had delivered the historic ver-
dict on November 9, 2019.

The unanimous and anony-
mous verdict had backed the
construction of the Ram Tem-
ple by a government trust at
the disputed site in Ayodhya
and ruled that an alternative
five-acre plot must be found
for a mosque in the town.

The Uttar Pradesh Govern-
ment’s list of invitees also
include over 50 jurists, includ-
ing former Chief Justices,
judges and top lawyers, as well
as K Parasaran, the counsel for
‘Ram Lalla’.— PTI

SC judges who delivered
Ayodhya verdict invited Aksheev Thakur

Tribune News Service

New Delhi, January 19
With hotels in and around
Ayodhya packed to capacity
ahead of Ram Temple’s
consecration, even VIP invi-
tees are unable to find
accommodation.

Actor Sunil Lahri, who
played the role of Laxman
in Ramanand Sagar’s
superhit television serial
Ramayan, expressed his
disappointment over not
getting an accommodation.

Lahri, along with actors
Arun Govil and Dipika
Chikhlia who played the

roles of Lord Ram and Sita
in the serial, have received
the invitation for the Janu-
ary 22 event from Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust. The trio was
in Ayodhya on January 16
for the shooting of a ‘bha-
jan’ which will be released
on January 22. “We had shot
the scenes of the ‘bhajan’
on the streets of Ayodhya. I
went to Ayodhya two years
ago for a shooting and it
looks completely changed
now. The city has changed a
lot. The entire city is paint-
ed in religion,” said Lahri.

“I have received the invi-

tation, but the only problem
is that I am not able to get a
room in the hotel there. All
the hotels are booked in
Ayodhya,” he said, adding
that almost all the hotels
are booked. 

Lahri said his flight is
confirmed but there is no
surety about accommoda-
tion. “Due to Lord Ram’s
grace, I have received an
invitation for the consecra-
tion ceremony. I hope I will
get accommodation as
well,” he added. 

While hotels in Ayodhya
are booked to capacity till
January 23, hoteliers say

they are expecting the book-
ings to shoot up by 90 per
cent even after the ceremony.

“We are booked till January
23. The bookings are 100 per
cent presently till January 23

and after the consecration,
we are expecting a 70-90 per
cent jump in the bookings
till March. Presently, only
invitees for the consecration
ceremony have been invit-

ed. So hotels across Ayod-
hya are booked with only
invitees,” said Shyam
Sharam, a manager at AP
Palace Hotels, Ayodhya.

Pradeep Thakur from
Kamay Kohinoor Palace
hotel in Ayodhya said they
are booked from January 15
to 22. “Our hotel is expect-
ing a promising shoot-up of
the business by 50 per cent
even after the consecration
ceremony,” he said.

UP Hotels Association
joint secretary Shyam
Krishnani said that the
demand for hotels would
surge till mid of March. 

TV serial Ramayana’s Laxman has invite but no place to stay

New Delhi, January 19
A day after she failed to get
relief from the Delhi High
Court, which refused to stay
the notice by the Directorate
of Estates (DoE), asking her
to vacate her official bunga-
low, the expelled Lok Sabha
MP from Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) Mahua Moitra
has surrendered the resi-
dence. She vacated the bun-
galow on Friday morning,
with her lawyer saying that
no eviction took place.

The DoE, which comes
under the Housing and
Urban Affairs Ministry, had
earlier this week issued an
eviction notice to Moitra.

The TMC leader, who was
expelled from the Lok Sabha
on December 8 last year, was
earlier asked to vacate the
house by January 7 after her
allotment was cancelled.

On January 8, the DoE
issued a notice seeking her
reply within three days as to
why she had not vacated her
government accommodation.
Another notice was also issued
to her on January 12. — TNS

Expelled MP
Mahua vacates
official house

RAM TEMPLE’S CONSECRATION

Devotees from Nepal in a joyous mood in Ayodhya on Friday. ANI

New Delhi, January 19
The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) has
participated in 4,491 disaster
relief operations, where it
has saved 1.5 lakh people and
safely evacuated more than 8
lakh people during such
operations, said Minister of
State for Home Nityanand
Rai on Friday.

Address the 19th Raising
Day function of the force, Rai
said the NDRF had made its
presence felt in several relief
operations in places like
Afghanistan, Ukraine and Syr-
ia over the years. — TNS

NDRF took part
in 4,400 relief
ops: Minister

Animesh Singh

Tribune News Service

New Delhi, January 19
As the Centre cancelled the
Foreign Contribution Regula-
tion Act (FCRA) licence of
well-known think tank Centre
for Policy Research (CPR),
there have been — over the
years — instances of several
NGOs facing the wrath of the
government over alleged vio-
lation of funding norms. 

According to the Home Min-
istry’s own data, more than
16,000 NGOs’ FCRA licence
has been cancelled between
2015 and 2024.

Some of the notable ones
among these, apart from CPR,
are Rajiv Gandhi Foundation
and Oxfam India.

The government had
informed Parliament in March
2023 that it had cancelled
FCRA registration of 1,827
NGOs for violation of laws in
the past five years, i.e. between
2018 and 2022.

Minister of State for Home
Nityanand Rai had told Rajya
Sabha in response to a ques-
tion that Section 32 of the For-
eign Contribution (Regula-
tion) Act, 2010 provides for
revision by the central govern-
ment of any order passed in a
proceeding against any associ-
ation registered under the Act.

In September 2022, the
Income Tax Department
had conducted a ‘survey’
operation against CPR as
part of a probe to scrutinise
its foreign funding.

Several civil society organi-

sations have been opposing
the government’s move to
cancel FCRA licences of
NGOs. Last year in July, a
group of retired civil servants
— in an open letter to Home
Minister Amit Shah — had
expressed their “deep con-
cern” over such actions and
urged him to take necessary
steps to “cease needless
harassment of organisations
serving people of India, espe-
cially its most marginalised
and disadvantaged sections”.

Meanwhile, a statement
issued by CPR after the Janu-
ary 17 action said, “On Janu-
ary 10, CPR received a notice
from the Ministry of Home
Affairs cancelling its FCRA
status. The basis of this deci-
sion is incomprehensible and
disproportionate and some of
the reasons given challenge
the very basis of the function-
ing of a research institution.
This includes the publication
on our website of policy
reports emanating from our
research being equated with
current affairs programming.”

FCRA licences of 16,000
NGOs cancelled in 9 years

DEEP CONCERN
In July last year, a group of
retired civil servants — in an
open letter to Home Minister
Amit Shah — had expressed
“deep concern” over such
actions and urged him to
take necessary steps to
“cease needless harass-
ment of organisations serv-
ing people of India, especial-
ly its most marginalised and
disadvantaged sections”
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New Delhi, January 18
India’s top central tertiary
care hospital, All-India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences,
New Delhi, on Friday got its
first woman medical superin-
tendent (MS) in 68 years.

Nirupam Madaan was
appointed MS today with the
hospital and teaching insti-
tute creating history by nam-
ing a woman for the top job.

Madaan is currently profes-
sor in the Department of Hos-
pital Administration at AIIMS
New Delhi. She hails from
Jammu and Kashmir. — TNS

AIIMS-New Delhi
gets 1st woman
MS in 68 years 

J-K NATIVE NIRUPAM MADAAN
BAGS THE KEY POST
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