
BJP asks TN leaders not to visit Kanyakumari to welcome PM Modi 
CHENNAI: The BJP's central leadership has directed its Tamil Nadu unit not to visit Kanyakumari to 
welcome Prime Minister Narendra Modi who will be meditating at the Vivekananda Rock Memorial for 
three days. Sources in the state BJP said that the party office-bearers and leaders will not be going to 
Kanyakumari to welcome the Prime Minister.  

NATION
BHOPAL | FRIDAY | MAY 31, 2024

Urban trend.. 
Other districts like Rewa (217), Chhindwara (272), Satna (223), and Uj-

jain (199) also bear witness to the distressing reality of  men facing vio-
lence within their households 
State bid to... 

The government�s decision to stop the arbitrary prac-
tice of  private schools came after Jabalpur district ad-
ministration�s recent decision against private schools� 
profiteering practices, exposing eleven institutions to 
unjust fee hikes and compelling parents to buy books 
and stationery from designated shops. 

HC dismisses private... 
The administration later imposed a fine of  Rs 22 lakh 

on the accused school owners. The investigation con-
ducted on instruction of  collector Deepak Saxena, re-
vealed that private schools were increasing fees without 
adhering to the Madhya Pradesh Private Schools Fees 
Regulation Act. Additionally, school owners were com-
pelling parents to purchase books exclusively from cer-
tain shops. The district administration has so far made 
the accused school owners refund approximately Rs 81 
crore to numerous parents who were overcharged.  

Manish Sharma, activist who was fighting private 
school affairs, said, � HC has rejected private schools di-
rectors� demand not to arrest and they are ready to co-
operate in investigation but justice Vishal Dhagat re-
jected their appeal.�   

21 killed, 54 injured... 
Of  the injured people, there are 25 women, 17 men and 

12 children, according to a list released by police. The 
Army, police and locals used ropes and made human 
chains to carry the bodies and the injured people uphill. 
The Army used cranes to pull the bus out of  the gorge 
and the operation is still on, the officials said. The in-
jured, including six in a critical condition, were initially 
taken to the Akhnoor hospital for treatment. Sub-
sequently, they were shifted to the GMC hospital in 
Jammu in ambulances, the officials said. "More than 36 
passengers have been brought to the GMC hospital. Six 
of  them are in a critical condition. Timely treatment is 
being given to the patients," principal of  the hospital Dr 
Ashutosh Gupta said. The injured passengers said the
accident took place when the driver was negotiating a 
blind curve and a speeding car was coming from the op-
posite direction. "A car was coming from the opposite di-
rection. The driver tried to negotiate a blind curve but 
failed, resulting in the vehicle rolling down into the 
gorge," Amar Chand, one of  the injured people undergo-
ing treatment at the hospital, said. Those who sustained 
injuries in the incident said they had come for a pilgrim-
age to Shiv Khori. Senior Superintendent of  Police, Traf-
fic, Faisal Qureshi, the transport commissioner, along 
with other officials, visited the spot and supervised the 
operation. The SSP said it seems there was no overload-
ing of  passengers in the bus. Divisional Commissioner 
Ramesh Kumar, SSP-Jammu and the deputy commis-
sioner of  Jammu visited the GMC hospital to inquire 
about the injured. The LG has expressed anguish at the 
loss of  lives in the accident. In a condolence message, 
Sinha said, "The bus accident in Akhnoor is heart-rend-
ing. I condole the loss of  lives and pray to the almighty 
to give the bereaved families the strength to bear the ir-
reparable loss. Praying for a speedy recovery of  the in-
jured. The administration is providing all possible assis-
tance to the bereaved families and is also extending med-
ical facilities to those who have been injured. 

Even Kejriwal not... 
�The university changed the question paper at the elev-

enth hour to pre-empt the leak bid. It had emailed the
new question papers to colleges doubling up as exam 
centres and asked them to download it,� she said.  

However, the BJP student wing activists -- sporting 
black bands as a mark of  protest against paper leaks -- 
demanded removal of  Thakur from exam and confiden-
tial department.  Trying to pacify the activists, Jain 
gave Kejriwal case reference. After their talks with the 
VC, ABVP city secretary Sarthak Jain claimed that the 
VC had stated that why should the university officers 
face action merely on accusation even when Kejriwal is 
out on bail in ED case.  After Sarthak Jain�s claim went 
viral on social media and some web portal ran news 
stories on it, the university issued clarification on it.  

China's most advanced... 
This isn't the first time the J-20 has been deployed in 

Tibet. The jets have been observed in Xinjiang in 
China's Hotan prefecture between 2020 and 2023. This, 
however, is believed to be the largest deployment of  the 
J-20 which has been spotted by commercially available 
satellite imagery. The Chengdu J-20, also known as the 
Mighty Dragon, is a twin-engine stealth fighter which 
was introduced into service in 2017. Some reports sug-
gest China may already have deployed as many as 250 of  
the stealth fighters which are difficult to observe by 
radar. With the induction of  the fighter, China emerged 
as the third country in the world to operationally field 
stealth fighters. The jet, which is equipped with an
array of  sensors, is being constantly modernised. Its 
primary role is as an air superiority fighter, and it 
carries China's most advanced air-to-air missiles, in-
cluding the PL-15 long-range air-to-air missile which is 
believed to have the ability of  striking aerial targets up 
to 300 km away.
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No better way to serve 
humanity, India: Sen

NEW DELHI: Major Rad-
hika Sen, a peacekeeper 
who served with the United 
Nations peacekeeping mis-
sion in the Democratic Re-
public of  Congo, was pursu-
ing a career in biotechnol-
ogy before she joined the 
Indian Army. Major Sen 
said it was after she made 
the switch that she realised 
there was no better way for 
her to serve humanity and 
the country. 

The Major, who will be
honoured by the United Na-
tions with the prestigious 
2023 Military Gender Advo-
cate of  the Year Award, also 
said that being part of  the 
Indian Army made the 
challenges faced by her in 
the Congo easier because 
soldiers in the force work in 
different regions of  the 
country and are exposed to 
different environments. 

Major Sen will receive the 
award, which recognises a 
military peacekeeper who 
has best integrated a 
gender perspective into 
peacekeeping activities, 

from UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres. 

Asked about the challenge 
of  ensuring that peace-
keepers under her com-
mand recognised the im-
portance of  gender and 
socio-cultural norms in the 
country, Major Sen, who 
served with the Organisa-
tion Stabilization Mission 
in the Democratic Republic 
of  the Congo (MONUSCO), 
said, "The country has a 
long history. It has its own
culture. It has its own tradi-
tion. There are many socio-
economic issues that 
happen. But, I would say, 
being a part of  India, which 
is a culturally rich and a di-
verse country, and espe-
cially being a part of  the In-
dian Army, helped. 

"Because all my soldiers 
have been working in dif-
ferent regions of  the coun-
try, and they have served in 
different terrains, they 
have seen different envi-
ronments, it was not really 
challenging for me to have a 
team.�  

Delhi court issues notice to ED 
on Kejriwal’s pleas for bail 

NEW DELHI 
A court here on Thursday 
issued notice to ED seek-
ing its response on Delhi 
Chief  Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal�s regular bail 
plea in connection with a 
money laundering case re-
lated to the alleged excise 
policy scam.  

Special Judge Kaveri 
Baweja of  Rouse Avenue 

Court also sought the 
agency�s reply on his plea 
seeking interim bail for a 
week on medical grounds. 
�He is not in custody... he 

is, today, in Punjab cam-
paigning. His health does 
not hinder him from cam-
paigning... and he moves 
bail on the last date so we 
get very little time (to ar-
gue),� the ED said. 

Azam Khan gets 
10 years in jail 

RAMPUR (UP): Senior Sa-
majwadi Party leader 
Azam Khan has been sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison 
and fined Rs 14 lakh by a 
Rampur MP/MLA court in 
a case related to the forcible 
eviction, looting, and in-
timidation of  residents of  
Dungarpur colony in Ram-
pur during the SP govern-
ment�s tenure in 2016. Three 
otherswere also convicted 
and sentenced to 5 years with 
a fine of  Rs 2.5 lakh each. 

L-G Saxena seeks maximum 
punishment for Medha Patkar

AGENCIES 
New Delhi 

 
A Delhi court on Thurs-
day adjourned the award-
ing of  sentence to Nar-
mada Bachao Andolan 
(NBA) activist Medha Pat-
kar, who has been con-
victed in a defamation 
case filed by Delhi Lieu-
tenant Governor (L-G) 
V.K. Saxena, to June 7.  

On May 24, 

Metropolitan Magistrate 
Raghav Sharma of  Saket 
Courts convicted Patkar 
in the case, marking an 
important development 
in a prolonged legal battle 
spanning over two dec-
ades between Patkar and 
Saxena, who was the head 
of  the Ahmedabad-based 
NGO, National Council 
for Civil Liberties, when 
the legal disputes began 
in 2000. 

�Lord Shiva doesn�t 
need our help�

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High 
Court on Wednesday allowed 
the demolition of a Shiva temple 
illegally built in the Yamuna 
riverbed and floodplains.  The 
HC said that Lord Shiva doesn't 
need our protection and would 
be happier if the Yamuna 
riverbed and the floodplains are 
cleared of all encroachments 
and unauthorised construction. 
The local police and the 
administration shall render full 
assistance in the said process in 
order to maintain law & order.


