
SPORTS CAFE
Smooth sailing for seeded players 
Mumbai: It was an easy outing for seeded players, who 
advanced without much ado in the 3rd leg of the 360 One 
Wealth All India Grand Prix Chess tournament.  
The top seeded players who secured victories include 
International Master Vikramaditya Kulkarni (ELO 2193), Raghav 
Srivathsav (ELO 1980), Amardeep Bartakke (ELO 1961), Rachit 
Gurnanai (ELO 1773), Arnav Kherdekar (ELO 1739), and Sanjeev 
Mishra (ELO 1689). The tournament, hosted at the Russian 
Centre for Science & Culture, has drawn 114 players, including 
52 FIDE-rated competitors who will contend for a prize pool of 
Rs.2.50 Lakhs, featuring a first prize of Rs.50,000/-. The 7-round 
tournament is organized by the Indian Chess School under the 
auspices of the All India Chess Federation and the Maharashtra 
Chess Association, and will continue to be played daily until 
February 11, 2024.  
Panchal nets winner in Protrack victory 
Mumbai: Protrack Silver Innings FC worked hard and managed 
to overcome Sellebrity FC 1-0 well-contested Premier Division 
match of the Mumbai Football Association (MFA) League 2023-
2024 and played at the Neville D’Souza ground, Bandra on 
Tuesday. After a barren first session, Protrack Silver Innings 
finally managed to break the deadlock when substitute striker 
Aditya Panchal found the back of the Sellebrity net in the 59th 
minute. Thereafter, in the first half hour, Protrack defended 
doggedly to thwart the rival attackers and to snatch a tense win 
to collect the full three points. Earlier, Mumbai Ultras FC got the 
better of Ratnam FC by an identical 1-0 margin in a Super 
Division encounter. Striker Khurshid Ali provided Mumbai Ultras 
with an early breakthrough scoring the lone goal in the very 
eighth minute. Mumbai Ultras did well to hang on to that 
advantage and emerge worthy winners.  
Results - Super Div: Somaiya FC 2 (Adnan Ansari, Aditya 
Shinde) drew with Iron Born FC 2 (Rakesh Rathod 2). Mumbai 
Ultras FC 1 (Khurshid Ali) beat Ratnam FC 0.  
Elite Div: Protrack Silver Innings FC 1 (Aditya Panchal) beat 
Sellebrity FC 0.  
Sevilla player abused by spectator 
Madrid: A Rayo Vallecano fan appeared to interfere with a 
Sevilla player taking a throw in during their Spanish league 
match. Lucas Ocampos was on the touchline 33 minutes into the 
first half when a fan reached out and poked his backside. The 
Argentine winger turned to remonstrate with the young fan and 
then called the referee over. The match was halted briefly. Some 
fans laughed at the incident as Rayo players appealed to the 
crowd to behave. "You can see what happened in the (video) 
images," Ocampos told broadcaster DAZN. "I hope La Liga takes 
it as seriously as it takes racism and these things. I don't think 
all the Rayo people are like that because they have always 
treated us with respect, but there is always one fool.  

De Rossi's dream start continues 
Rome: Lorenzo Pellegrini scored in the second minute and Paolo 
Dybala got a brace as Roma beat Cagliari 4-0 in Serie A to 
extend coach Daniele De Rossi's dream start. Pellegrini's goal, a 
close-range stab from a corner kick, was his third in three league 
games and helped to lift Roma two points above Bologna into 
fifth place. The midfielder also set up Dybala 21 minutes later 
for him to hammer home a second. Dybala scored the third from 
the penalty spot six minutes into the second half. Dean Huijsen, 
the 19-year-old Dutch defender on loan from Juventus, got his 
first goal for the club when he headed the fourth from a corner 
kick just five minutes after coming on as a substitute. Pellegrini's 
opportunist early strike marked the first time in his career he has 
scored in three consecutive games but the happiest man in the 
stadium might have been De Rossi.  

United back Martinez out for 8 weeks 
Manchester: Manchester United defender Lisandro Martinez will 
be out for at least eight weeks after sustaining knee ligament 
damage, the club said. The Argentina international was injured 
on Sunday during a 3-0 win against West Ham in the English 
Premier League. United said he suffered medial collateral 
ligament damage to his right knee. He is not expected to require 
surgery.  Martinez had only just returned to action last month 
after undergoing surgery on his right foot for a metatarsal injury 
in October. 
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Dhaka: Neha struck twice in a second-half blitz as India beat Nepal 
4-0 in their last league match to storm into the final of the SAFF U-
19 Women's Championships here on Tuesday. India will face hosts 
and defending champions Bangladesh in the final to be played on 

Thursday. The Young Tigresses had earlier won their first match 10-0 
against Bhutan, followed by a 0-1 defeat to Bangladesh. After a 
goal-less first half, the Indian girls dished out an impressive display 
in the second session to slam in four goals. 

India beat Nepal 4-0 to enter SAFF U-19 Women's Championships final  
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Foden's hat-trick spurs City
The England midfielder equalized in first-half stoppage time

AP / London 

Phil Foden grabbed the spot-
light from fit-again Manches-
ter City superstars Erling 
Haaland and Kevin De 
Bruyne by scoring a hat trick 
in a come-from-behind 3-1 
win at Brentford that moved 
the champions two 
points behind Liver-
pool in a congested 
English Premier 
League summit. 

City's oppo-
nents might be 
able to stop Haa-
land from scoring or 
close down the space 
for assist king De Bruyne, 
but there will always be a top-
class player somewhere in the 
team to inflict the damage.  

Foden was that player 
against Brentford as he led 
City's recovery after Neal 
Maupay's 21st-minute goal 
against the run of  play for the 
hosts. 

The England midfielder 
equalized in first-half  stop-
page time by pouncing on a 
poor defensive clearance, 
headed home the go-ahead 

goal in the 53rd, and complet-
ed his second career hat trick 
in the 70th with a piercing 
run and composed finish. 

"It's probably the best form 
I've had in a City shirt for a 
long time, consistently. Long 
may that continue," Foden 

said. His goal tally improved 
to 14 in all competitions. 

Foden has won it all with 
his boyhood club after 
coming through the academy 
but hasn't always been a regu-
lar. He is now and is particu-
larly enjoying playing in a 

central attacking-midfield 
role - where he is closer to the 
striker and more of  a goal 
threat - rather than out on the 
wing. 

"It'd help if  I played in one 
position and learnt that posi-
tion every game," Foden said 

of  his preference for a central 
role. "I'm a person that adapts 
and plays in a lot of  positions 
when needed. I know in this 
Man City side I'm going to do 
that - play in a lot of  positions 
- and I need to be ready. 

"I'm just enjoying playing 
in the middle. That's where I 
see myself  playing my best 
football so hopefully I can 
keep getting more game time 
there."  

City is putting together a 
familiar winning streak in 
the second half  of  the season 
- that's five in a row in the 
league since Dec. 27 and nine 
straight in all competitions - 
and has all of  its key players 
back healthy, with top scorer 
Haaland making his first 
start after a nearly two-month 
injury absence itching to get 
cracking. 

Messi says he 
"feels much 
better", in 

Tokyo
AP / Tokyo 

Look for Lionel Messi to play 
in Wednesday's friendly in 
Tokyo with Inter Miami fac-
ing Japanese club Vissel 
Kobe. 

And don't look for another 
public-relations disaster as 
happened on Sunday when 
Argentina's World Cup-win-
ning captain sat on the bench 
for the entire match against a 
selection of  players from the 
Hong Kong league, angering 
thousands of  fans who de-
manded refunds.  

Teammate Luis Suarez - 
another big name on the club 
- also remained on the bench. 
Messi, who has rarely spoken 
to the media in an open set-
ting since moving in July to 
Inter Miami, showed up 
Tuesday at a news conference 
in a five-star Tokyo hotel. 
 He sat alone on a stool on 
stage, wore a pink warm-up 
jacket, and showed a bit of  
humility. He was surely un-
der pressure from local 
Japanese sponsors, including 
Vissel Kobe where  Iniesta be-
came a  crowd favorite. 

FPJ NEWS SERVICE / Mumbai 

A day after wild carder 
Sahaja Yamalapalli sent the 
top seed Kayla Day of  USA 
crashing out of  the tourna-
ment, Indian qualifier Shri-
valli Bhamidipatty pulled off  
another stunning upset, de-
feating second seed Nao Hibi-
no of  Japan in the first round 
of  the L&T Mumbai Open 
WTA 125K Series Tennis 
Championships, being organ-
ized by the Maharashtra 
State Lawn Tennis Associa-
tion (MSLTA) and the Cricket 
Club of  India (CCI) and 
played at the floodlit CCI 
courts on Tuesday. 

Ranked No. 520 in the world 
and playing against a top 100 
player for the first, the 22-
year-old Bhamidipaty, who 
won two matches in qualify-
ing to reach the main draw, 
recovered from the loss of  the 
first set to oust the three-time 
WTA titlist Hibino 2-6, 6-1, 7-6 
(5) in two hours and 17 min-
utes. The Indian will take on 
16-year-old Russian Alina Ko-
rneeva for a spot in the pre-
quarter-finals. 
 

Results - Singles (Round 1): 
Shrivalli Bhamidipaty (IND) beat 
2-Nao Hibino (JPN) 2-6, 6-1, 7-
6(5); 
4-Arina Rodionova (AUS) bt 
Suzan Lamens (NED) 6-2, 7-5; 
Dalma Galfi (HUN) bt Kimberly 
Birrell (AUS) 6-2, 4-6, 7-5; 
Polina Kudermetova bt 
Anastasia Zakharova 7-6 (8), 6-
0; Moyuka Uchijima (JPN) bt 
Carole Monnet (FRA) 6-3, 6-3 
WC-Rutuja Bhosale (IND) Q-
Peangtarn Plipuech (THA) 6-4, 7-
5; Storm Hunter (AUS) bt Q-

Fanny Stollar (HUN) 3-0 retd. 
Q-Amandine Hesse (FRA) bt Q-
Lina Glushko (ISR) 6-1, 6-1; 
LL-Camilia Rosatello (ITA) bt 
Anastasia Tikhonova 7-5, 3-6, 6-
2. 
8-Katie Volynets (USA) bt WC-
Ankita Raina (IND) 6-4, 6-2 
Doubles (Round 1):  
A Hartono (NED) / P. Thombare 
(IND) bt 4-L. Kumkhum (THA) / P. 
Plipuech (THA) 6-4, 2-6, 10-6. 
C. Monnet (FRA) / E. Yashina 
def. V. Grammatikopoulou (GRE) 
/ D. Semenistaja (LAT) 7-6, 6-4

Patankar ton in 
Jhunjhunwala win

FPJ NEWS SERVICE / Mumbai 

Leading by example skipper 
Omkar Patankar smashed a 
match-winning century 106 
runs to steer Ramniranjan 
Jhunjhunwala Junior Col-
lege to a comfortable sev-
en-wicket victory 
against Thakur 
College in a third 
round match of  
the 2nd MCA 
Junior College 
Cricket Tourna-
ment 2023-2024, 
sponsored by Rizvi 
College Sports Club 
and played at the Sunder 
CC ground, Cross Maidan, on 
Tuesday.    

Electing to bat first, 
Thakur College scored 216 for 
4 wickets from their 40 overs. 
Top order batsman Aryan 
Sakpal made 79 runs (63-balls, 
7x4s) and opener Anant Desai 
scored 70 runs (96-balls, 6x4s), 
while Sansarkar Pansarkar 
chipped in with 36 runs to 
prop the innings. Anmol 
Singh 2 for 52 was the most 

successful Jhunjhunwala 
bowler. 

In reply, Jhunjhunwala 
batters without too many set-
backs chased down the target 
reaching 217 for 3 wickets in 
38.4 overs. The number three 

bat, Patankar led the 
charge scoring his ton 

from 104 balls and 
with 13 hit to the 
boundary ropes 
and one six. He 
was ably support-
ed by opening bat 

Sarth Waghela 
who scored 67 runs 

(97-balls, 6x4s). 
Thakur College’s Aftab 

Manihar claimed 2 for 49 
runs. 
Brief scores: Thakur College 
216 for 4, 40 overs (Aryan 
Sakpal 79 (63-balls, 7x4s), 
Anant Desai 70 (96-balls, 6x4s), 
Sansarkar Pansarkar 36; Anmol 
Singh 2/52) lost to R.J. Junior 
College 217 for 3, 38.4 overs 
(Omkar Patankar 106* (104-
balls, 13x4s, 1x6); Sarth 
Waghela 67 (97-balls, 6x4s); 
Aftab Manihar 2/49).

Dhruvi stars 
in Oxford 

Public’s win
FPJ NEWS SERVICE / Mumbai 

Dhruvi Trivedi's well-made 
86 runs powered Oxford Pub-
lic School to a huge 134-run 
victory over Sardar Vallab-
hbhai Patel School at the 
Parsee Gymkhana in the 
Manoramabai Apte girls' un-
der-16 cricket tournament, 
organised by MSSA.  
Her opening partner Ria 
Thakur also struck an un-
beaten 46 to help Oxford score 
152/0 in 12 overs.  
Chasing 153 for victory, Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel School 
were restricted to 18/6 in 12 
overs. Tanisha Shah scalped 
2/2 for Oxford Public School.  
 
Brief Scores: Vasant Vihar High 
School Vs St. Joseph High 
School- Parsee Gymkhana 
Toss won by St. Joseph High 
School and elected to bat first. 
St Joseph 98-2 in 12 overs, 
Rutuja Wandhe 53*(35) (4x8). In 
reply, Vasant Vihar High School, 
92-3 in 12 overs. Result- St. 
Josephs High School won by 6 
runs. Oxford Public School Vs 
Sardar Vallabhai Patel School

Notice 
Notice is hereby given to public at 
large that the Registered Deed of 
Conveyance dated 22/10/1993 
executed by Vaman Govind Vaity 
(Khopkar) and Laxman Govind 
Vaity (Khopkar) in favour of M/s 
G. S. Enterprises, a partnership 
firm through its partners Mr. 
Karshan Raghavji Gala & Mr. 
Harshad Mohanlal Soni (H.U.F.) 
in respect of piece and parcel of 
land together with structures 
wholly occupied by 65 tenants 
bearing City Survey No. 673, 
Hissa No. 9 Survey No. 76 adm. 
1688.3 sq.mtr. equivalent to 2057 
sq.yard. (17 Gunthas) Village 
Kandivali Taluka Borivali MSD 
has lost/ misplaced. All Person 
are hereby informed not to deal 
or carry out any transaction with 
any one on the basis of the said 
missing registered deed of 
conveyance, if anyone has 
already carried out or being 
carried out any transaction kindly 
inform the undersigned in writing 
in the below mentioned address 
within 7 days from this 
publication. 

Sd/- 
Shri Pramod K. Gautam  

Advocate High Court 
127 G-wing, Earth Residency, 

Opp. St. Xavier's School,  
Borivali (E), Mumbai-400068

It's probably the best 
form I've had in a City 

shirt for a long time, 
consistently. Long may that 
continue," 

– Diego Foden,  
Manchester City striker. 

3-1 
City match 
scoreline

Electing 
to bat first, 

Thakur College 
scored 216/4 from 

their 40 overs

Shrivalli shocks Hibino


