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How China persecutes Uyghurs in the garb of countering terrorism
In the last two decades or

so, the white papers pub-
lished by the State Council
Information Office of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China have
become one of the prominent
state-sponsored propaganda
mechanisms of the Chinese
government. Just within
three weeks of the beginning
of the new year (2024), on
January 23, 2024, the State
Council Information Office
released a white paper titled
“China’s Legal Framework
and Measures for Counter
Terrorism”.

This 22-page document
comprises five sections, in
addition to the preface and
conclusion. At the outset,
China described herself as a
“victim of terrorism,” a card
that it has been playing very
astutely, particularly since the
beginning of the Global War
on Terrorism (GWOT) in Oc-
tober 2001.

China is perhaps one of the
first countries to have joined
the GWOT, and perhaps the
only country in the world that
has taken maximum mileage
out of this by using its own
“People’s War on Terror”

against hapless minorities,
especially Uyghurs and Tibet-
ans.

This white paper emphati-
cally claims, “China has found
a path of law-based
counterterrorism that con-
forms to its realities by estab-
lishing a sound legal frame-
work, promoting strict, impar-
tial, procedure-based law en-
forcement, and ensuring im-
partial administration of jus-
tice and effective protection of
human rights.”

China does not fail to
swear by the UN’s efforts to
formulate some 13 global
counterterrorism conventions
since the 1960s and its uncon-
ditional support for these con-
ventions since the late 1970s,
besides making efforts to
“build a domestic
counterterrorism legal frame-
work since the 1990s”. China
vociferously claims that its
Criminal Law, which was last
amended in October 2021,
was “part of China’s effort to
implement UN Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1373". It is im-
portant to highlight here that
the Criminal Law in the last
two decades has been

amended over half a dozen
times (1997, 2001, 2006,
2012, 2015, and 2018), cater-
ing fully to its designs against
the people who are dubbed
anti-state, anti-national, and
anti-Chinese. It gives sufficient
justifications for the adoption
of laws like the Decision on Is-
sues Related to Strengthening
Counterterrorism Work (Octo-
ber 2011) and the
Counterterrorism Law (De-
cember 27, 2015, amended
further in April 2018).

Since its implementation in
2016, the Counterterrorism
Law has been made the “cen-
trepiece” of China’s
Counterterrorism Legal

Framework. For instance, the
Counterterrorism Law’s local
version in Xinjiang (The
Counterterrorism Law and the
Regulations of Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region on
Deradicalisation) has become
a tool against ethnic minori-
ties, especially Uyghurs. Sur-
prisingly, the white paper
strongly defends the legal pro-
visions adopted by the Central
government. For example,
there is effusive praise for the
judicial mechanisms, law-mak-
ing, and enforcement arms of
the government for imple-
menting the laws in their let-
ter and spirit. Further, the pa-
per claims that “under the
principle of legality, no one
should be convicted of a ter-
rorist crime for any reason if
there are no explicit provisions
in law.” However, the reports
of several international agen-
cies, bodies, and organisations
have clearly stated that in the
last few years, many Uyghurs
have been detained for no
fault or reason and are sub-
jected to immeasurable
atrocities.

The claims that the law
enforcement agencies follow
“statutory principles,” pursue
the “principle of proportional-
ity,” and put in place a strict
“accountability system” are
utter lies and a mere eye-
wash. Furthermore, the claim
that “judicial administrative
agencies have ensured trans-
parency in prison affairs” is
not true, as the Chinese gov-
ernment is yet to come clean
in the case of the imprison-

ment of over a mill ion
Uyghurs in the so-called vo-
cational training centres

across Xinjiang, which the in-
ternational community dubs as
internment camps.

Over 20,000 properties sealed in a day

Ahmedabad: At least 20,789 properties were sealed and
Rs 15.78 crore recovered in tax dues from the North West
Zone alone by the civic body on Thursday.

DRDO celebrates 66th Foundation Day
DRDO is today celebrating

the 66th  Foundation Day of
its establishment. Secretary,
Department of Defence R&D
and Chairman DRDO Dr Samir
V Kamat DRDO paid floral trib-
utes to the Missile Man of In-
dia and former President Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam. Floral trib-
utes were also paid to Dr VS
Arunachalam, Former DRDO
Chief, who passed away in
August 2023. Addressing
DRDO fraternity, Chairman
DRDO extended warm wishes
to DRDO employees and their
families. He stated that an
eventful year has passed and
a new one is about to begin
and asked scientists to inno-
vate and create for the Nation.
Chairman DRDO highlighted
the achievements of DRDO and
said that during the year, sev-
eral systems developed by
DRDO have been delivered,
inducted or handed over to the
users. He expressed happi-
ness that the Acceptance of
Necessity (AoN) has also been
accorded this year for induc-
tion of several DRDO devel-
oped systems worth more
than 1 lakh 42 thousand
crores. This is the highest
ever accorded to DRDO devel-
oped systems in any year. This
constitutes a significant com-
ponent of Aatmanirbharta in
Defence Production. He stated
that several systems have also
either completed or are in the
final stages of User evaluation
and many other systems are
undergoing Developmental tri-
als. He set the target for
DRDO to ensure that the sys-
tems which are under User
trials and under final stages
of developmental trials, get
accepted by the User in 2024,
so that they are ready for in-
duction. He said that DRDO
laboratories should focus on
development of complex, first
of its kind systems and devel-
opment of advanced and criti-
cal technologies, which will en-
able the country to become
AtmaNirbhar and a leader in
Defence Technology. Chair-
man DRDO highlighted some
other success stories in his
speech. He stated that it was

a matter of great pride for all
of us when Hon’ble Prime Min-
ister flew in LCA Trainer on
Nov 25, 2023. He mentioned
that on the National Technol-
ogy Day on 11 May 2023,
Hon’ble Prime Minister dedi-
cated the Rare Earth Perma-
nent Magnet (REPM) plant at
IREL Vizag to the Nation. This
plant was set-up using DRDO
Technology. He said that indig-
enously Designed and Devel-
oped Heavy Weight Torpedo
(HWT) ‘Varunastra’ was suc-
cessfully test fired with a live
warhead against an undersea
target on 05th  Jun 2023 by
the Indian Navy. This was the
first of its kind demonstration
in the country or may be even
in the world. He also men-
tioned about firing of Astra
Mk1 air to air missile from
Tejas for the first time, Land-
ing of LCA Navy on Indigenous
Aircraft Carrier INS Vikrant II,
Deployment of DRDO’s D4 sys-
tem at Rashtrapati Bhawan, G-
20 Summit, Republic Day Pa-
rade and Beating Retreat Cer-
emony. He further stated that
DRDO’s oceanographic re-
search vessel ‘INS
Sagardhwani’ embarked on
Sagar Maitri Mission-4 to
Oman to establish long-term
scientific partnerships with
Indian Ocean Rim countries in
‘Ocean Research & Develop-
ment’. He also highlighted
about the Crew Escape Sys-
tem (CES) for Gaganyaan Pro-
gramme, which was tested
successfully. He pointed out
that the Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Defence has
appreciated DRDO in their re-
port submitted to Parliament
last week and has recom-
mended for increasing the
budget of Defence R&D. He
also said that DRDO filed more
than 141 patents this year and
212 patents were granted and
hoped that this number in-
crease significantly in the
years to come. He further
stated that five Young Scien-
tists Labs, that was started by
DRDO in 2019, have now
started to make an impact and
is going to be our torch bear-
ers in the emerging disruptive

technologies. He mentioned
that 15 DRDO Industry
Academia Centres of Excel-
lence (DIA-CoEs) have already
been sanctioned several
projects and will enable DRDO
laboratories to seamlessly
transition some futuristic tech-
nologies from low TRLs to high
TRLs. Secretary DDR&D and
Chairman DRDO in his address
brought out that towards ena-
bling industry, DRDO has been
partnering with them for the
realization of its systems.
DRDO test facilities have been
opened to the industries for
utilisation. He pointed out that
so far 1650 ToT’s on DRDO
developed systems have been
handed over to the Indian In-
dustries out of which 109 Li-
censing Agreements for
Transfer of Technology
(LAToTs) were signed with
Indian Industries during 2023
for DRDO products. In order
to make the Technology De-
velopment Fund (TDF) and al-
lied schemes more effective,
Hon’ble Raksha Mantri had
constituted a committee
headed by Dr Kakodkar,
former Secretary DAE and Dr
Saraswat, Member NITI
Aayog to suggets ways to fund
cutting edge research like
what DARPA does in USA. The
committee has submitted its
report and once Hon’ble RM
gives his approval we will im-
plement this scheme in 2024.
He concluded his adddress by
expecting that everyone has to
focus on achieving higher user
satisfaction and incorporating
artificial intelligence/machine
learning in all our systems and
technologies. He further said
that each laboratory should
appoint an AI/ML champion to
proactively pursue the inclusion
of AI/ML in all our systems and
technologies. He also launched
the Quantity-Distance Software
developed by HEMRL Pune to
automate the siting of explo-
sives and related buildings.
The software is an essential
tool for all MoD establishments
engaged in creating explosive
related infrastructure in opti-
mum time and with greater
precision.

Woman’s nude pics posted in WA status
Ahmedabad : A 39-year-

old woman has filed a defa-
mation and criminal intimida-
tion complaint against her ex-
boyfriend. Accused allegedly
kept her nude pics in his
WhatsApp mobile status and
now threatens to make them
viral if she would not keep re-
lation. Puna police have filed
a defamation and criminal in-
timidation complaint against
the man under IPC and IT Act.

According to case de-
tails, the duo were in love
twenty years ago. After de-

parting, both got married at
different places but seven
years ago, the victim came in
contact with him through
Facebook.  They started meet-
ing and fell in love again and
soon it turned physical during
which the man took nude pic-
tures of the victim. He would
also pressurise her to send
nude videos to him which she
would, but at the same time
gave divorce to his wife. How-
ever, the wife then returned
to him and they started living
together in July 2023. Follow-

ing this both reduced talking
and in spite of continuous tor-
ture, they stayed together. On
July 28, the man called his girl-
friend to meet him but she did
not go.


